[Immunobiological significance of S-100 protein positive dendritic cells (S-100+DC) in patients with oral squamous cell carcinoma].
The purpose of this study is to investigate the role and clinical significance of S-100+DC in oral squamous cell carcinoma. Distribution of S-100+DC in the tumor tissues and regional lymph nodes (LN) of 60 patients with oral squamous cell carcinoma was detected by immunohistochemistry (ABC). The results showed that the S-100+DC density in tumor tissues was correlated with the tumor histologic grade (P < 0.05). The density of S-100+DC was significantly higher in regional LN without tumor than those with metastases (P < 0.05). However, there was no difference of S-100+DC in tumor tissues between patients with and without regional LN metastases. The distribution of S-100+DC in tumor tissues and regional LN could be considered as a reference indicator of tumor histologic grade and clinical prognosis of patients.